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^ have said in an earlier part of this article that there is a
fairer field for colonization in this corner of Bengal than in any
other part of India, and it was to the advantages which these
hills hold out that we chiefly referred. It is, w<Tsuppose, gener-
ally known that the Kassiah and Jynteah Hills consist, alf along
their southern ^ front, of a series of flat-topped ridges and nearly
level plateaux, intersected by deep, narrow, abrupt glens such as
those we have described as surrounding the Cherra plateau.
Advancing further to the northward we come on long tracts of
rolling moorland, still diversified by river valleys. Such, for
instance, is the country about Shillong, and Yeodo is an instance
of the flat-bottomed valley we have attempted to describe. Ou
these moorlands one may often ride for miles without ascending
or descending more than from one to two hundred feet. From
Moflong (where about eighteen miles from Cherra we first come
on these wider plateaux) the road for nine miles to Shillong lies
over such a moorland and along it there is no where a dip of
more than sixty or seventy feet.

It will be easily understood that such a country as this affords
space for occupation such as is not to be found in our hills to the
North West. We believe that it would give admirable pasturage
for sheep, we already see cattle in plenty in the finest and sleekest
condition. Potatoes and other esculent roots are even now grown
abundantly. The soil would seem to promise well for cereals of
all descriptions, and we look forward to the time when smiling
English homesteads* shall rise along the gentle slopes, and when
' the valleys shall stand so thick with corn that they shall laugh
and sing/ Here, too, we have almost everywhere stone easily
workable and admirably fitted for building purposes,, slate is to
be had for the searching, lime-stone is at hand in any quantities,
and the coal which here at least may profitably be brought to
market is abundant in various parts of the hills. Already have
two roads been commenced from Shillong, one leading to Sylhet
and one to Gowhatty in Assam, and everything promises fair
for the new station.

About thirty miles from Shillong to the west stands a very
remarkable rock called by the natives c Kalung/ This forms a
most imposing feature in the landscape from various points in
the tills. An immense isolated mass of granite it stands amongst
the gently undulating hillocks which surround it, overtopping
them, all by 500 feet, whilst its western face rises, naked and

* The little detached 'Kassiali villages oti tlie slopes remind one very nracli
of small English farms.